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For Information Contact:  
Cheryl Darcy

Online Development

5121 Ehrlich Rd., #108-B

Tampa, FL  33624

Tel: (888) 957-7771, or (813) 969-2896 ext. 350

Fax: (813) 969-2867 

E-mail: info@flextraining.com

URL: www.FlexTraining.com
Product Background:

FlexTraining (
Overview:

FlexTraining is a complete Learning Management System (LMS) from Online Development, providing the framework for the assembly, design, conduct and management of web-based, online training.

FlexTraining includes a full set of course-definition, class scheduling, student signup, and class execution features.  It offers a wide array of user-definable configuration and course setup options.
The FlexTraining system runs with the popular Windows NT or Windows 2000 operating systems and IIS Web Server from Microsoft(.  It is designed for use in a private Intranet or over the public Internet. 

Feature Set
FlexTraining includes three modules, each with its own screens, menus, and security:

	PRIVATE
Student Module
	
	Instructor Module
	
	Administrator Module

	· Course selection and signup 

· Syllabus / schedule 

· Secure class signon 

· Personal student menu 

· Email Instructor and Admin 

· View course content sections 

· Receive and track assignments 

· Personal online notebook

· Take and track tests 

· Online discussion forum 

· Track student progress 

· Help system 
	
	· Email entire class 

· Email single student 

· Issue assignments 

· Monitor test completion 

· Track student progress 

· Update student progress 

· Issue pass/fail 

· Online discussion forum 
	
	· Full course development 

· Build catalog & schedule 

· Build lesson plan 

· Create content material 

· Build tests & contents 

· Define assignments 

· Approve enrollments 

· Email entire class 

· Email single student 

· Edit Student data 

· Track student progress
· Produce reports from database 

· Graph test results


FlexTraining is designed as a tool for offering interactive training courses to professionals in various fields.

Depending on a customer’s resources and training needs, FlexTraining can leverage the technology of the global Internet to provide direct interaction with a knowledgeable instructor for each course, or to offer fully automated, self-led training classes. 

The flexible training methodology may include student assignments (homework), Online Discussion Groups (class participation), and a grading system (you can pass or fail). FlexTraining lets you decide what content and features belong in your courses.

If customers choose the automated training course option without direct access to a subject matter expert, the Instructor module would not be needed.

System Requirements:
User (Browser) Requirements: 
· Any Forms-capable web browser (we suggest Microsoft Internet Explorer or Netscape)
· E-mail Client and News Reader for Online Discussion Forums
· Windows, Mac, or UNIX computer with Internet or Intranet connectivity at 28.8 KBPS or faster
Server Requirements: 
· Microsoft IIS Web Server 4.0 or better, Active Server Pages engine
· Windows NT Operating System, version 4.0 or better
· Database compliant with ODBC (SQL Server, MS Access)
· Internet connectivity depending on expected student/user volume
· Optional: News Server if you wish to use optional Discussion Forums
Features and Benefits

	PRIVATE
Feature
	
	Benefit

	FlexTraining is web-based, requiring no additional client software.
	
	Faster startup, low startup costs, low operational costs. 

	FlexTraining runs on Microsoft's IIS Web Server, which comes free with Windows NT Server.
	
	Lower software costs, faster implementation, for those choosing to deploy internally.

	FlexTraining is scalable; it runs as well with 5 students or 1,000.
	
	Ideal for one course or many, for small classes or large.

	Course sections, content, tests, discussion groups are all presented in an asynchronous (no Chat Rooms) mode.
	
	Students participate at their convenience, day, night, or weekends.

	FlexTraining section content is delivered in an HTML framework, including text, photos, charts, graphs, images, etc.
	
	Offers a wide variety of options for building and formatting course content.  Virtually any format that can be shown within a browser can be used in FlexTraining.

	FlexTraining supports training courses on any topic, of any course length.
	
	Works for a short pilot class or an intense course running over many weeks.

	FlexTraining supports as many course sections, course assignments and tests as you need.
	
	You may choose to have one test, no tests, or one test per section. Same with course assignments.

	FlexTraining serves up prepared course content, one section at a time and/or provides a high degree of interaction between student and instructor.
	
	Fits high-tech/low interaction needs, or the high-touch, low-tech scenario.

	FlexTraining does not rely on video, sound clips or high-bandwidth proprietary file formats.  With its “Smart Content” feature, if streaming video and multimedia is included, FlexTraining can detect the browser version and deliver alternative content predefined by the Administrator. 
	
	In cases where training will be offered to external customers or distributors, your users will not be limited by their technology.  No one will ever miss out on your training offering.

	FlexVideo technology allows streaming video/audio clips to be presented within a course section as a stand-alone frame, or split horizontally or vertically with accompanying HTML pages.
	
	Streaming video can be added to course sections or mixed with other content without a programming background.  FlexVideo eliminates opening additional frames or browsers to view multimedia.  Video management logic embedded inside the video display pages ensures streaming is optimized and tightly integrated into the framework of FlexTraining.

	FlexVideo technology is also integrated into the testing environment.
	
	One video clip may be included in each test and may be played on-demand by the test taker.


	PRIVATE
Feature
	
	Benefit

	FlexDocs, a searchable virtual document library system, is now integrated into FlexTraining.
	
	Administrator can establish a reference library for each course that is searchable by the student.  Administrator can utilize FlexDocs to store student data/records (employment applications, resumes, performance evaluations, training histories) online within the Administrator module.

	FlexTraining lets students self enroll for courses over the network through web-based forms.
	
	Course Registration does not consume the time and efforts of your staff.

	FlexTraining offers two other enrollment options (pending or payment) to suit your needs. 
	
	Pending enrollment is well suited for training where prerequisites are required, or for pre-registered student arrangements.  The payment or E-commerce option supports public commercial courses.  The enrollment method can be set on a class-by-class basis.

	With FlexTraining, the lesson plan builds a shell or framework for each course.  Once completed, a course can be easily scheduled and managed repeatedly for different audiences.
	
	Easy replication/modification of courses.  Saves content development and management time. 

	Course parameters are dynamically processed.
	
	Even after a course has been scheduled, added to the course catalog and is available “live” to students, the administrator can add or remove sections, course guide chapters, assignments or tests.  You are never locked into any design decisions you make today.

	Flexible testing environment supports an open or closed environment on a test-by-test basis.
	
	Administrator can use a “friendly, assisted learning” test model or a more strict testing and grading requirement model without forcing the same options on all tests or courses.

	Learner Profile feature allows the administrator to define a certification or continuing education requirement and the classes required to fulfill that requirement.  Learner Profiles are set up per student, so each student’s learning path can be individualized.
	
	Student and administrator can both see the requirements “at-a-glance.”  Progress can be tracked and reports can be generated from the learner profile database.

	FlexTraining includes six, predefined reports, as well as an ad-hoc report builder.
	
	All enrollments, testing, tracking and evaluation activity is stored in a standard relational database, so additional reports can be created and customized to suit your company’s reporting needs.


Pricing:
The full FlexTraining system is available as an Internet or Intranet solution, where you build and conduct training on your own network. FlexTraining is licensed for an unlimited number of courses and students.
List Price

FlexTraining includes all three modules (Administration/Setup, Signup/Student, and Instructor) and lists for $8900.  This is a single-server license with unlimited classes and students and includes 30 days of phone and e-mail support to get you up and running.


Optional Upgrades/Support Contract

An annual upgrades contract is available for an additional 12% of the current list price which entitles the customer to receive any upgrades released within that year (average of two upgrades per year).

For those customers who wish to extend their support beyond the 30 days provided, a support/upgrades contract is available for an additional 20% of the current list price.  This entitles the customer to one year of technical support and the upgrades released within that year.

Hosted Education Service 

For customers who prefer not to deploy a multi-user web-based application on their own network, or don't have a suitable Intranet environment, we have partnerships with several companies who will build, host, and administer your classes on their Internet Training Server, providing 24-hour access for your students and instructors.  Please contact us for more information on a hosted solution.
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